August 26, 2003

Dear                    ,

Welcome to what promises to be an invigorating year full of new friendships, intellectual challenges, and scholarly pursuits.  Introducing you to the majesty of the Maya, the intrigue of Islam, and the surprises of the samurai awaken the passion of my teaching spirit.  Our literature studies and writing journeys will encourage you to ponder, question, and feel.  While you may be sad to say good-bye to the lazy days of summer, know that this school year will enchant you! (
Summer provided me personal, professional, and athletic rejuvenation.  I enjoyed many days swimming laps at the California High pool.   I swim between a mile and a mile and a half, two or three times a week.  I hired a personal trainer and worked hard lifting weights.  I also started training for some 10k races I will be doing in October and November.  I work hard to do a presentation to high school and middle school teachers on using grading rubrics.  Nothing is more intimidating that speaking in front of a bunch of teachers!!! The best part of the summer was getting to spend time with my golden retriever, Kalani and husband.  We went to San Francisco Bay and Half Moon Bay.  My dog loves swimming in the ocean.  My husband and I had a lot of fun together working on our house, hanging out at the beach and spending time with family and friends. 

I wonder what kind of new experiences, personal journeys, and wonderful times you’ve had over the last nine weeks.  I eagerly await the opportunity to discover your individual curiosities, passions, and talents.  I hope my enthusiasm for teaching and learning inspires you to try new things and recognize the academic potential inside you.  I look forward to working with you this year.  

GO HUSKIES!!!

Sincerely,

Ms. Lyons
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