August 26, 2003

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to 7th grade block.  I aspire to create a classroom that will captivate your child’s intellect, promote individual responsibility, and develop successful life skills.  Educating your child is an in incredible responsibility.  Trusting your child’s academic growth with me is a tremendous honor. 

The information I have included in this letter outlines the basic coursework and expectations for reading skills class.  Please take time to review this information with your child.

Curriculum
Coursework for block classes consist of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and history.  To determine the specific content of my instruction, I utilize the California Content standards for History and Language Arts as well as the Pleasanton Unified School District Course Outline.  The general standards your child will learn include the following topics:
Oral Reading Fluency:  Students will work to read with expression and emphasis on key words

Reading:  standards focus on three areas: word analysis/vocabulary development, reading comprehension, and literary response and analysis. 
Writing:  standards focus on writing the following types of essays: literary analysis, summary, fictional narrative, autobiographical narrative, and report writing.

Listening and Speaking:  standards include listening and speaking strategies and applications.

Written and Oral Language: standards focus on grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

History: standards provide the foundation for a survey course of world history that focuses on the geography, religion, politics, economics, art, and social structure of the medieval and renaissance civilizations of Asia, Africa, Europe, Mexico, and South America.

Grading

Students will receive two types of grades which will factor in their overall course grade.  Students will receive percentile scores for homework, class work, quizzes, and tests.   I will use rubric scores to determine grades for essays, projects, and reports.  If work is not turned in on time, a failing grade will be recorded.  However, work should still be done so your child can practice skills that will be assessed in the future. Grades will be averaged to determine final grades.

Homework

I realize how busy everyone’s evenings are. Keeping this in mind, I will give your child all homework assignments on Fridays.  They will be due and collected the following Thursday.  This system allows you to plan homework within the busy schedules everyone endures.  Homework assignment will include spelling/vocabulary assignments, reading logs, social studies review, and grammar practice.   In addition to weekly homework there will be long-term projects every quarter in either history and/or language arts.  I hope this system allows flexibility in your evenings. 
Discipline
My ability to provide your child the individual academic attention he/she deserves depends on how well students behave.  We have a few simple rules in our class: arrive to class on time, focus attention on the speaker, begin work immediately, follow directions, and treat others with kindness and respect.  When these rules are not followed, students’ names will go on my behavior journal and consequences follow:  1st-time warning, 2nd- time behavior journal, 3rd-time-miss break, 4th-time-phone call home, 5th-time office referral.  Please take some time to discuss the importance of proper behavior with your child.

Materials

Students will need the following:  1, 2-inch binder, 1 package of diver tabs- (5-dividers), binder paper, 2- 100+  pg. spiral notebooks,  a highlighter, pencils, blue or black pens---PLEASE DO NOT USE GREEN, PINK, RED, PURPLE, OR ORANGE INK.  I read hundreds of papers a day.   These colors strain my eyes.  Optional materials include markers, crayons, or color pencils.  Please have these materials by Friday, August 29th. 

The following supplies will be provided in the classroom: Kleenex, colored pencils/markers, glue/glue stick, and bond computer paper.  However, having a limited teacher’s budget, donations are always welcome. 

Absences

We will have an absent work file in our class.  That file will contain the paperwork missed when your child is absent.  When your child returns to school she/he can find what was missed on the agenda and collect work from the absent file, copy notes from a friend, and make other arrangements to catch up. 

I appreciate you taking the time to go over this information.  I look forward to meeting you at our Back-to-School Night on September 10th.
Sincerely,

Ms. Lyons
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