Metacognitive Comprehension Strategies:  Key Points

(wording taken from Strategies That Work, Harvey and Goudvis, Chapter 2)
Making Connections/Schema
· A bridge from the new to the known
· The sum total of our background knowledge and experience

· When students have had an experience similar to that of a character in a story, they are more likely to understand character’s motives, thoughts, and feelings
· When students have content background, they understand the new information more completely

· Students make connections:

· between the text and their past experiences or background knowledge (text-to-self)

· between the current text and another piece of written material (text-to-text)

· between the text and the bigger issues, events, or concerns of the society or world at large (text-to-world)

Questioning  
· The strategy that propels readers forward
· When readers have questions, they are less likely to abandon the text

· Proficient readers question before, during and after reading

· Proficient readers question the content, the author, the events, the issues, and the ideas in text

· Readers ask questions to:

· Construct meaning

· Enhance understanding

· Find answers

· Solve problems

· Find specific information

· Acquire a body of information

· Discover new information

· Propel research efforts

· Clarify confusion

Visualizing
· Enables reader to make the words on a page real and concrete
· Visualizing:
· Allows readers to create mental images from the words in the text
· Enhances meaning with mental imagery

· Links past experience to the words and ideas in the text

· Enables readers to place themselves in the story

· Strengthens a reader’s relationship to the text

· Stimulates imaginative thinking

· Heightens engagement with text

· Brings joy to reading

Inferring
· Enables readers to read between the lines
· Making inferences, allows readers to:

· Draw conclusions based on clues in the text

· Make predictions before and during reading

· Surface underlying themes

· Use implicit information from the text to create meaning during and after reading

Determining Importance
· Distilling the essence of text
· Setting a purpose for reading

· Helps Readers:

· Remember important information

· Learn new information and build background knowledge

· Distinguish what’s important from what’s interesting

· Discern a theme, opinion, or perspective

· Answer a specific question

· Determine if the author’s message is to inform, persuade, or entertain

Synthesizing
· The evolution of thought
· Helps Readers:
· Stop and collect their thoughts before reading on

· Sift important ideas from less important ideas

· Summarize the information by briefly identifying main points

· Combine these main points into a larger concept or bigger idea

· Make generalizations about the information they read

· Make judgments about the information they read

· Personalize their reading by integrating new information with existing knowledge to form a new idea, opinion, or perspective

